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Our Mission 

 
 

         Salvadoran Enterprises for Women builds and manages the 
financial resources, community networks, solidarity efforts and the  
U.S. and Salvadoran markets that facilitate new and help expand  
existing employment and development opportunities for women in  
El Salvador. 

 
 
Salvadoran Enterprises for Women helps women in El Salvador to develop their capacities as workers, to 
achieve satisfaction in their skills as producers, to affirm their self-respect as humans, to claim their 
dignity as women and to grow secure as family providers. 
 
 

We’re on Face Book. Please visit us under Causes. 
And/or visit us at our website www.sewinc.org 



YOUR GENEROSITY HAS PROVIDED 
Ø Funds the Sewing Project needed for its building ($5,500) and three sewing 

machines ($1,100). A very hearty thank you! 
Ø Additional training required for the School Uniform project. 
Ø On-going support for our three Salvadoran women empowerment team 

members to continue working with on-going, developing businesses. 
Ø A gift from the Lindenhurst, NY Rotary provided a needed sewing machine 

Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank you.  
 
MOTHER’S DAY GIFT POSSIBILITIES    
 

We have a request from a group of eight women to start a poultry farm. This will be 
SEW’s third and 
a group of five women have requested supplies and training for a handbag project.  
 

Some ways to help: 
 A laying hen       $ 9  On going needs: 
 Cloth for handbags        $25  Transportation & cell phones use    $ 30 
 Transportation needs      $50  Trainings needed  $150 to   $200 
 Electrical hook up:labor, $100, materials $200   Support one PT SEW staff for one month  
$250  
 

r  Please accept my donation of $ ____________ payable to  S.E.W. or Salvadoran Enterprises for Women. 
  
Credit card donations   www.sewinc.org   Click on “Donation page” 
 

r  I want to honor a woman on Mother’s Day. I am sending your  
card to  ___________________________________________.  
 
 
Name ______________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________       

State/Zip____________________________________ 

Email __________________________________________  Phone  ___________________________________ 

Salvadoran Enterprises for Women is a 501 (c) (3) organization.  
Financial report available upon request. 

 Donations are tax-deductible according to law. 

 

F Need additional Mother’ s day cards? Send Sister Anne Marie an email request with mailing address 
F SEW has a List Serv. We can update you on SEW businesses and significant events happening in El  

Salvador. It will be sent once a month and you always have the option to unsubscribe. If you’re 
nterested, send your email address to annemarie@sewinc.org   subject: List Serv 

F NEWS: what to receive NEWS electronically?   
Just let us know and send your email address to annemarie@sewinc.org   subject: NEWS  
NEWS is also on at our web site  www.sewinc.org 

Thanks to Board Member Leslie Flynn for the design and production of our Mother’s Day Card. 



 
AN  EVENING  WITH  JAMES   CARROLL  
 

Award winning author and columnist James Carroll spoke to an 
enthusiastic audience providing the background for a robust 
discussion.  Chronicling significant historical, cultural and 
religious developments through the centuries, Carroll adroitly 
wove those threads of the relationship of religion and violence and 
the quests to contain it [violence].  
 
Sharing from his newest work Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Carroll 
demonstrated how the ancient city continues today, as it has 
through history, to ignite imagination, fear, hopes and retaliation 
for those of both the West and Middle East. 
 
It was an evening of raising funds, engaging discussion and critiquing our symbols and images. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES AT SEW: OUR  FAITHFUL VOLUNTEERS  
 

THANKS FOR YOUR MANY HOURS and CREATIVITY THAT KEEP US GOING 
  

 
 Connie Kelly  
 
 

Sister Joan Hart, SSND of Cockeysville, MD and Connie 
Kelly  Silver Spring, MD are the willing  scribes who keep 
correspondence up to date. 

 
       Sister Joan   
 
 

Andrew Tomlinson, IT coordinator at 
a Baltimore, MD  high school  
manages the many details of our web   
pages. 

 
 

 
 Don Clausen of Silver Spring, MD solves all the 

glitches when they snag the SEW computer or software. 
Sister Susan Plews, SSND also of Silver Spring  records all 
financial transactions and 
keeps the banking accounts on track. 

 

  Picture shy SEW Intern Jennifer McGuire of Silver Spring 
assists with grant research and writing, record keeping and administrative tasks. 
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Celebrat ing  and  Remember ing  

 
Many of you have honored loved ones with a gift to 

Salvadoran Enterprises for Women in their name. Thank you. 
 
 
Suzy Blackburn in honor of Sister Mary Irving, SSND 
Tina Brennan in honor of Sister Mary Irving, SSND 
Theresa Cuddy in honor of Mary Al lman’s birthday 
Charlotte and Raymond DeVries in honor of Robert and Barbara Bonner  

on their wedding anniversary 
Patrice Flynn in honor of Patricia Hubbard    
Ashley Gavidia in honor of Rosemary Muir       
Catherine Haddon in honor of Dotti Maake 
Gretchen Hartman in honor of Marie J. Barry   
Sarah Joseph in honor of Sharon and Bill Feather 
Msgr Ralph Kuehner in honor of Nora Collins 
Kevin Lyness in honor of Patrick Lyness 
Juliet Marlier in honor of Ada Focer 
Nancy Menges in honor of Alice Miller  
Mary Pardue in honor of Sisters Marie Chiodo, DW  

and Sister Annie Marie Gardiner, SSND 
Margaret and Robert Quinlan in honor of Gert Wirscham 
Virginia Rugemer in honor of Sister Patricia Murphy, SSND 
Sister Jane Scanlan, SSND in honor of Peter Colantuoni, SSND 

Sister Genevieve Kunkel, SSND 
and Helen Scanlan 

Peg Smith in honor of Suzy Blackburn and 
   Sister Mary Irving, SSND 
Richard R. Tinurelli in honor Dr. and Mrs.Victor and Roberta DeMarco 
Sister Barbara Valuckas in honor of Sister Cathy Arata, SSND 
Alexandra Wunderly in honor of Sister Patricia Rogucki, SFCC 
 
 
 
 
Mark G. McGlone in memory of John P. and Edith B. McGlone 
Sister Jane Scanlan, SSND in memory of Gertrude Maria Fitzyk,  

Bernard Loraditch and 
Tom Scanlan 

Richard R. Tinurelli in memory of Robert and Anita Tinurelli  
Sister Marie Vane, DW in memory of William Regan     

and Patricia McNally 
Christine Vocke in memory of Donald J. Murray 
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SEW  WOMEN:  MOMS AND BUSINESS PARTNERS  
 

Reps’ Meetings are always a time of lively exchange of ideas, planning 
and marketing strategies. Here business partners itemize what they have 
done to move their business forward and what holds them back. 
 
Strengths that move us forward 

o Working cooperatively 
o Good communication 
o Quality product(s) 
o Monthly self-evaluation 
o Making new products 
o Taking initiative 

 
 
 
Current challenges 

o Better short and long range planning 
o Profit margin less with increased costs 
o Finding additional markets 
o Reliable transportation 
o More adequate work space 
o Family responsibilities at home 

 

 
 

 
Each business reports so all benefit from discussion. 
     
 
Staff review the “vision” : women’s 
empowerment, working cooperatively 
and steps to move to independence. 
  
 
 

 
       

          
 
 
 
Staff/ Empowerment Team members Mercedes, 
Maira and Iris begin reflection with Sister Anne 
Marie on what they heard from the business 
representatives and initial ideas to meet some of 
the challenges identified.
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SEW CELEBRATES ITS MOMS 
 

Dear Friends of Salvadoran Enterprises for Women,    
 

Over the years, we’ve been asking you to help us put Salvadoran mothers to work.  
With your generous support, Salvadoran Enterprises for Women has been doing just that.  

Currently, ninety one (91) women are partners in businesses that they own and manage.  
Over two hundred and sixty (260) women have received training in an income producing skill.  

Some of these women work out of their homes, others in small economic initiatives,  
and some in other-than-SEW businesses. 

As we approach the celebration of Mother’s Day, you are invited to honor a mom, a grandmother and other  
influential women in your life with a gift to SEW in their honor.  

Your gift helps Salvadoran moms work their way out of poverty. 
  To all who nurture and care for others, have a meaningful Mother’s Day. 

 

  Sister Anne Marie Gardiner, SSND, Executive Director 
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SMALL  BUSINESS ES  IN  EL SALVADOR : THE MACRO PICTURE   
 

 
During one of the regular meetings of SEW business representatives, Professor 
Estella Cañas, Division of Small  Business, Dept of Business Administration, 
University of Central America, used a colored map of El Salvador to note the 
great disparity of economic income in the country.   

 
She explained some global factors that have put Salvadoran small businesses in 
crisis over the last four years: fewer markets in U.S.; the mobility of jobs with 
globalization; provisions of trade agreements. 

 

On the micro-level, in discussion with SEW women, Prof Cañas affirmed 
the positive strategies they have used, confirmed their experience that 
women must take their rightful place in economic matters and not wait for 
men’s approval. She noted the importance of knowing market preferences, 
e.g. sweet or salty cheese; knowing the cycle of business, i.e. when do you 
sell the most, the least; knowing how to diversify; going to markets and 
not expecting them to come to you. 

  

 Prof Cañas’s information affirmed the struggles SEW women face in the  
context of world factors and current Salvadoran economic realities, and  
clarified issues on marketing, legalization and economic policy. 
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